In Nigeria the current prevalence of HIV is 4.1% with over 3.5 million infected and estimated 1.5 million in need of anti-retroviral treatment.
Introduction
Although HIV prevalence is much lower in Nigeria than in other African countries such as South Africa and Zambia, the size of Framework aims amongst others to conduct research in order to ensure evidence-based interventions [1] . Implementation research, epidemiological studies and impact studies are said to be necessary for monitoring and evaluation of interventions [2] .
The Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (FELTP) is
a two-year master's level training in applied /field epidemiology.
FELTP serves to build local capacity in order to improve and strengthen countries' public health systems and infrastructure [3] .
In Nigeria, the Field Epidemiology Laboratory Training Program A criteria list for the ranking of the relevance of HIV-related research questions was developed including criteria on answerability and ethics, efficacy and impact, deliverability, affordability, scalability and sustainability, health systems, partnership and community involvement, equity achieved by research outputs.
Points between 0 (low score) and 10 (high score) could be given to 15 questions. For each research question an average score was calculated.
Residents were asked to submit concept notes for an HIV/AIDSrelated research proposal. Based on a research matrix, residents discussed in the working groups the aims and objectives, the study design and data sources for proposed research ideas. The outputs for individual research topics were presented and discussed in the plenum.
Outcomes of the workshop

Ranking of HIV/AIDS-relating research questions
The pre-workshop questionnaire was used to assess the ranking of research areas and specific research questions. Altogether 29 questionnaires were returned (return rate: 53%). The 20 highest ranking of research areas are summarized in Table 1 .
During the first day of the workshop presentations were provided by the key note speaker focusing on knowledge gaps in the following Using number of births attended to by skilled health workers, as a proxy, it is estimated that only 34% of the general population have access to basic health care. Significantly, unlike most of subSaharan Africa, rural areas in Nigeria have a higher HIV prevalence than urban areas, which compounds the issue of accessibility to health care services given the high rural -urban disparities in the country [5] .
Nigeria has established the following targets with regard to HIV care and treatment [5] 
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What are the strategies to ensure retention of pregnant women throughout the PMTCT cascade especially delivery in health facilities?
What are the roles of community women (e.g. market women) in PMTCT?
What are the socio-cultural (religious) factors that hinder access to PMTCT services?
What is the role of male involvement in PMTCT?
What is the availability of uniform PMTCT protocols?
What are the challenge of integration of PMTCT services and conventional health services?
Family planning
What are the factors that influence the decision on HIV positive pregnant women to get pregnant?
What are the contraceptive needs and choices of HIV positive women of reproductive age group?
Pregnancy/delivery
Why do women prefer to deliver with TBAs?
What can be the roles of the traditional birth attendants in PMTCT?
What is the role of the private sector in PMTCT?
Feedingoptions
How best can HIV positive pregnant women be supported to adhere with their chosen infant feeding methods?
EID
How to ensure provision of early detection and confirmatory test facilities at all levels of care?
What is the level HIV drug resistance in HIV-positive children in Nigeria? What is the best time and method of disclosure to paediatric and adolescent patients (serodiscordant couples, polygamous setups)?
What are the determinants of the poor linkage from testing to enrolment in care and treatment?
How do we improve HCT uptake to meet the target of presidential order of putting 400,000 new PLWAs on ART? Are there pharmaco-vigilance activities for HIV programs?
Antiretroviral
Page number not for citation purposes 10 How can a HIV drug resistance surveillance system be established?
Epidemiology
What are the factors associated with high and low HIV prevalence rates at ANC sentinel sites?
What is the association between HCT services uptake and the epidemiology of HIV/AIDS among women attending ANC in high and low sentinel sites in Nigeria?
What factors are associated with high or low epidemics in four highest and lowest sentinel sites in Nigeria?
Page number not for citation purposes 11 What is the burden of and diagnostic challenges of non-tuberculous mycobacterium among HIV-infected individuals?
What are the best strategies for co-management and referral for TB and HIV cases after diagnosis?
What are the TB type and molecular characterics among HIV positive TB patients?
Comanagement
What is the extent of TB-HIV service integration? What models are being used and what are the challenges to optimal integration of these services?
What is the level of TB infection control in our ART facilities? What are the challenges in TB infection control?
Are there infection control committees & guidelines in place?
Treatment
How do we improve adherence to medications in patients with TB/HIV/Hepatitis B? Can provision of DOTS (at facility and community levels) improve outcome of treatment? Does provision of treatment to partner improve outcome?
How do we reduce attrition rates in our ART programs? What factors contribute to this? How do we tract these patients?
How do we optimize retention of these patients within the programs?
What is the treatment success rate of TB-treatment in PLWAs?
What are socio-economic and socio-cultural factors hindering co-treatment of TB and HIV?
What are the determinants of the high rate of loss to follow-up? How do we tract the patient (phone number)?
What are the challenges to the provision of ART/PMTCT services in private health facilities?
Drug resistance
What is the burden of HIV-drug resistance and Drug resistant TB(DR-TB)?
What are the challenges in TB-HIV co-infection management in the presence drug resistance?
Co-infection
What is the outcome of managing TB-HIV co-infection in the presence of hepatitis? Whatarethechallengesoftreatment?
Support
What is the role played by patients support groups in improving socio-economic status of PLWAs?
Page number not for citation purposes 12 What are the factors associated with compliance to National Guidelines? 7.7
What are the outcomes and challenges of post-exposure prophylaxis among health care workers?
7.6
What are the challenges of IPT utilization in ART facilities? 7.6
